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during the thirty-three hours of the eonflict; but with steady gaze on
the fleet, which was ranged outside the harbor, plainly visible to the
naked eye, they were ready to resist any hostile dewonstration and
repulse the invader, whilst their brave comrades of the batteries were
engaged in driving the enemy from his strong fortress in our harbor,
Commendation from one like myself, entitled from my eduocation and
training to no military consideration, is only valnable becanse it is
honest and sincere.

In this sense you will permit me, general, to thank yon for the assist-
apts which your wisdom and Lkinduess assigned to aid me in ny difficult
and frying position. I am almost uonwilling to distinguish between
them, but the genius and the highest order of intellectual enlture of
Major Whiting, joined to his indefatigable and untirig energy, sleep-
lessly exercised both night and day, have entitled him at my hands to
the most grateful enloginm,

Claiming no credit for myself, but only the desire to serve my country,
I will urgently pray you, general, to pardon in myself all deficiencies
which the newness of my sitnation and the suddenness of my assumipg
this post may have cansed me to develop,

I have the honor to be, general, your obedient servant,
JAMES SIMONS,
Brigadier-General, Commanding.
Brigadier-General BEAUREGARD,
Commanding Provisional Forees (. 8., Charleston.

No. 11,

Eeport of Lieut. Col. K. 8. Ripley, South Caroling Army, commanding
Artillery.

HEADQUARTERE ARTILLERY,
Sullivan's Island, Fort Moultrie, April 16, 1561,

Mator: I hdve the honor to report that on the evening of the 11th
instant, at 93 o'clock, the batteries under my command were supplied
and manned, the farpace heated, and all was ready for action either
against a fleet or Fort Sumter. ’i‘he:,r were the following: _

The five-gun battery, east of Curlew ground, under Captain Tupper,
of the Vigilant Rifles,

The Maffitt channel battery, two guns, and mortar-battery No. 2, two
10-in¢h mortars, under Captain Butler, of the Infantry.

Fort Moultrie, which was my headquarters, thirty guns, under Capt.
W. K. Calhoun, of the Artillery, assistant commandant of batteries;
Firat Lients. Thomas Wagner and Alfred Rhett, Artillery, commanding
Channel and Sumter batteries.

Mortar-battery No. 1, two 10-inch mortars.

The enfilade battery, four guns, under Capt. J. H. Hallonguist, Ar-
tillery, assistant commandant of batteries, and Lientenants Flemming,
Artillery, and Valentine, Tnfantry. _

The Poiut battery, one %-inch Dahlgren gun, and the floating battery
four guns, under Capt. J. R. Hamilton and First Lientenant Yates, of
the Artillery, and the Mount Pleasant battery, two 10-inch mortars, under
Capt. Eobert Martin, of the Infantry.

Of these three 8-inch columbiads, two 32-pounders, and six 24-pounders
in Fort Moultrie; two 24-pounders and two 32-pounders in the enfilade
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battery; one 9-inch Dahlgren gun, two 32-pounders, two 42-ponnders at
the Point and on board the floating battery, and the six 10-inch mortars
bore upon Fort Sumter.

A strict wateh was kept all night, but no attempt to send re-enforee-
ments into Fort Bumter was observed. At 41 o'clock on the morning
of the 12th a shell was seen from the batteries of Fort Johnson, and in
accordance with orders the signal for general action was made at once.
The eommnands went quickly and quietly to their posts, aud very soon
every battery bearing upon the fort had commenced. As it was still
dark the firing was very slow, but after dawn the direct fire was quick-
ened, until every gnn which bore upon Sumter was in quick operation,
and this was continued at the regular intervala presented throughount
the day. The enemy at first only replied to the Commings Point bat-
teries, but in a short time opened a brisk fire on the Poeint and floating
batteries of this command with great precision. Shortly afterward he
EM'I]'!'I.‘IIiﬂE:]]ﬂEﬂ firing on the enfilade batteries, but did not open upon Fort

oultrie.

At about 8 o'clock I visited the batteries to the weat of this fort, and
noticed the admirable conduct of the officers and men. Lientenants
Blanding and Flemmiong, of the Artillery, at mortar battery No. 1, and
Lieutenants Valentine and Burnet, of the Infantry, at the enfilade bat-
tery, were promptly and energetically performing their duties. Captain
Hﬁl’nuquiﬁt was directing his fire to epfilade and drive the enemy from
his parapet. At the Point battery Capt. J. R. Hamilton was firing with
great precision and skill, and from his battery I noticed First Lieaten-
ants Yates and Harleston on board the floating battery working their
guns with all the rapidity which the order of firing permitted. I next
visited Captain Butler’s mortar battery, which he was working ener-

tically.

gﬁl’ﬂrt Sumter opened upon Fort Moultrie about 8.30 o'clock in the
morning, and from that time a steady and continuous fire was kept up
on us from his casemate 32-pounders and 42-pounders throughout the
day. This was replied to by the nine guns of the Sumter battery of this
fort, under Lieutenants Rhett and Mitehell, and two guns of the oblique
battery, nnder Lientenant Parker, nntil § a. m., when Lientenant Bhett’s
command was relieved by the detachment of Company A, under Lien-
tenants Waguner, Preston, and Sitgreaves.
. Captain Calhoun arranged the reliefs, and the officers and men of Com-
panies A, B, and I» worked the Somter battery of this fort alternately
nntil evening, Duaring this time Captain Calhoun kept his channel guns
manned and ready for action against the fleet, which was confidently
expected to attempt an entrance. At different times during the after-
noon five hot shot were fired upon the quarters at Fort Snmter. I have
learned that they were thriee set on fire, Meantime the enemy’s shot
Liad told with great effect upon the quarters of Fort Moultrie, continually
perforating and breaking them op; but our defenses were strong, the
merlons and traverses heavy and well secenred, and no material damage
was done to our defenses, althongh the prineipal fire of the enemy was
directed on this fort during the whole of the afternoon. The direct fire
ceased with the light, but the mortars kept up the bombardment at the
prescribed intervals.

The night set in dark and rainy, and it was feared that the enemy
would certainly attempt to re-enforee,  All the batteries on the island
were visited, and especial vigilance enjoined. The channel batteries
were kept manned, the varions enfilading guns were all in readiness to
sweep the faces and landings at Fort Sumter, and the mortar batteries

-



Crar. I OPERATIONS IN CHARLESTON HARBOR, 8.~ C. 41

to redouble their fire npon an alarm. The night passed away with one
" alerte, during which the mortar practice was increased in rapidity for a
short time, and a few shots were fired from the different batteries; but
it beeoming apparent that the alarm was groundless the vertical fire
was resumed, according to orders, and kept up until the day dawned,

Believing that it was impossible that the fleet outside would permit
the cannonade to proceed without an attempt to re-enforce during the
day, and the men of my eommand having been exposed to a pelting rain
during the night, and feeling confident that we had perfect commanid of
the enemy’s parapet, it had been determined to fire but two or three
guns from the Sumter battery of Fort Moultrie, and, while keeping up
a brisk mortar practice and fire from the enfilade battery, to save the
ammunition of the Point and floating batteries to repel an attempt to
reenforee.  Orders were given to such effect, and the two guns were
opened from the Bumter battery of this fort, the other batterics firing
in order. Fort Bumter opened early and spitefully, and paid especial
attention to Fort Moultrie—almost every shot grazing the erest of the
parapet, and erashing through the gquarters. Our defenses were still
uninjured and our losses trifling.

Finding that I could spare men and still keep the channel battery
manned, the fire was-somewhat increased, until about 9 o’clock on the
morning of the 13th smoke was seen to issue from the roof of the guar-
ters of Fort Sumter, and it was evident that a conflagration had com-
menced. The entire Sumter battery of Fort Mounltrie was manned at
once, and worked with the utmost rapidity, officers and men vieing in
their energy. Captain Calhoun, First Lieuntenants Wagner, Rhett, and
Preston, Second Lientenants Sitgreaves, Mitchell, and Parker, of the
Artillery, and Mr. F. D. Blake, acting engineer, all superintended the
working of the guns, which were manned by detachments from Com-
pany B, relieved at times by detachments from Company A, with a skill,
and precision rarely exeelled. Indeed, I doubt whether an artillery fire
at such a distance with ordinary guns has ever cqualed it in precision.
The shot, both bot and cold, erashed into the quarters of Fort Sumter
and along the parapet, rendering the extinction of the fames difficult,
and lighting up new places to windward. It became evident soon that
the enemy was worsted, but to insure the resnlt orders were passed to
each of the batteries to redonble their fire.

Captain Hamilton, Captain Hallonguist, and Lieutenants Yates and
Valentine had anticipated the order, and Captain Butler soon increased
the rapidity of his mortar practice ; nevertheless from his casemates the
enemy still ponred shot thick and fast upon Fort Moultrie until abont
12.45 p. m., when his flagstaff was eat away, and it slackeped. The
thick and stifling smoke arising from the roins of his buildings told
plainly that the time for surrender had nearly come. Nevertheless he
hoisted a new flag over the crest of his parapet, and our fire, which had
been onlered to cease when his flagstall’ fell, was reopened with all the
vigor we ¢ould command, The smoke still poured out of the rains, and
the fire from Fort Sumter having slackened again the order was again
given to cease, but upon his recommeneing we reopened.

While the enemy’s flag was still flying and he was still firing upon
us, a boat was observed to leave Cummings Point and pull towards
Fort Sumter. By my order a shot was sent ahead of it, but it con-
tinued on and landed.

At 1.15 p. m., a white flag having been hoisted alongside the United
States ensign, the firing ceased. Brigadier-General Dunovant, who was
present in Fort Moultrie, immediately sent Captain Hartstene, C. 8. N.,
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Captain Calhoun, and Suorgeon Lynch, C. 8. N,, to ascertain whether
the surrender was made, and to tender assistance. Upon their arrival
they found that the staff of the commanding general had just preceded
them.

It is hard to say whether any distinetion ean be made in the conduact
of the officers and men under my command., From the genior captain
to the prisoner turned out of the gnard-house just before the action all
did their duty. The conduct of several came under my special notice,
and I mention them aceordingly. Captaing Calhoun and Hallonquist,
assistants to commandant of batteries; Capt. J. B. Hamilton, First Lien-
tenants Wagner, Rhett, and Yates, and Becond Lientenant Flemming,
of the Artillery, and Captain Butler and Lientenant Valentine, of the
Infantry, were all in command of batteries, and deserve especial men-
tion. In addition to the officers whose names appear in the report above
I take pleasure in mentioning the conduct of the engineer and assistants,
First Lientenant Earle, and Messrs, F. D. Blake and J. E. Nash, volun-
teers, acting.

No repairs being needed for the defenses, these gentlemen acted as
staff and lookout officers, and were very efficient. Lieut. T. 8. Fayssoux,
of the Cavalry, assistant commissary of snbsistence, acted well in the
same capacity. Capt. C. F. Middleton, an old resident of Sullivan’s
Island, remained with his family fluring the canunonade, and was espe-
cially useful, All of these gentlemen were active and prompt in com-
municating orders and doing whatever duty devolved upon them.

Surg. Arthur Lynch, O. 8. N., and Assist. Burg. Walter Taylor, South
Carolina Volunteers, the permanent surgeons of the post, had made every
preparation for the discharge of their duties, and would have been as-
sisted by Drs. Raoul, Barnwell, and Porcher, who volunteered, but for-
tunately our casualties were so few that their services as surgeons were
needless. They acted as staff officers. The Rev. Mr., Aldrich was pres-
ent during the cannonade. Dr, Maddox acted as surgeon at mortar bat-
tery No. 1, and Drs. Daviga and Logan at the Point and on board the
floating battery. Mr. John Wells, of South Carolina, scted as an ord-
nance officer at the IPoint battery under Captain Hamilton.

Qur escape with only four slight casnalties I conceive to be in a great
measure due to the strength of our defenses, the material of which had
been furnished nnder the direction of Maj. Walter Gwynn, chief engi-
neer, in large quantities since the 1st of January last. Major Gwynn

also given his personal supervision to the construction of several of
the works. The batteries exterior to the fort and many of the works
adjacent were built nnder the superintendence of Captain Trapier, whose
acecomplishments as an engineer are well known, and certainly are appre-
ciated by those who garrison works constructed by him.,
_ Several times during the action T had the pleasure of meeting the brig-
adier-general commanding, and of receiving valuable assistance from
Captain Bruns and other officers of the staff. I wish to draw particular
and special attention to the valuable services of Messrs, John Henery
and Charles Scanlan, acting military storekeepers, who have been on daty
with my eommand since January last. These gentlemen have given
every attention to their duty, and to them is duoe, in a great measure,
the high state of efficiency of our guns and ordnance. They were indis-
pensable during the action,

The Ordnance Department deserves and has my thanks for the mate-
terial furnished unﬁer s0 many adverse cirenmstances since the 1st of
January last,

Among other volunteers, Maj. John Dunovant, of the Infantry, cama
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to Fort Moultrie early on the morning of the 13th, and was present dur-
ing the action, doing all that lay in his power.

1 was deprived of the serviees of the commissioned battalion staff dor-
ing the cannonade. First Lieat. James Hamilton, adjutant, was absent
sicl on the 11th instant, but hearing of the ]}gml}ahﬂity of an engagement,
left his bed and eame to report for duty. He remained until some time
after the action, when it was evident that his strength was gone,  Lien-
tenant Yates, battalion quartermaster, preferred the command of the
floating battery, and I exensed him from staff duty.

Lieut. Col. Hateh, quartermaster-general, had made preparations for
the extingunishment of fires. Mr. Priolean Ravenel was present with the
engines and a body of men to put them ont shonld they ocenr. We were
fortunate, and he did what duty he was called on to perform.

1 have the honor to inclose a return of the few wounded, a statement
of shot fired, and such reports from commanding officers aa T have re
ceived. To them I beg to refer for the names of meritorious individuals
not mentioned above,

I am, very respectfully, your obedient servant,
L. 8. RIPLEY,
Lieutenant-Colonel of Artillery, Commanding.

Heturn of ahot and shell fired from the batteries of Fort Mowltrie, Sullivan’s Tsland, and
Mount Pleasant, commanded bg Liewt, Col. B. 8. Ripley, Artillery, South Caroling Army,
during the cannonade and bo t of Fort Bumiter, April 12 and 13, 1861,
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No, 12,

Keport of Lieut, Col. Wilmot . De Saussure, South Carolina Army,
commanding Artillery. :

HEADQUARTERS BATTALION OF ARTILLERY,
Morris Island, April 22, 15861,

Sk : I have the honor to transmit herewith the reports of Maj. . F.
Stevens, of the Citadel Academy, assigned under Special Orders No. 8,
from Headquarters Provisional Forces, to the Iron and Point batteries
at this post, of Capt. George B, Cuthbert, commanding Palmetto Guard,
by which corps the above batteries were manned, and of Capt. J. G.
King, commanding Marion Artillery, by whieh corps the Trapier battery
was manned. These several reports contain the events conneeted with
the bombardment and fall of Fort Snmter, Charleston Harbor, on Friday,



